[The use of topical corticosteroids in atopic dermatitis in children].
Topical corticosteroids are the treatment of reference in atopic dermatitis in children, but their administration may lead to a certain number of side effects. They are based on a review of the literature and the author's personal experience. Topical corticosteroids are classed in four groups: weak, moderate, strong and very strong, depending on their efficacy. Their side effects are usually proportional to their efficacy. The complications with topical corticosteroids are well known, not only on local but also systemic level. Appropriate use of such topicals avoids these side effects, which depend on the product used, the age of the child and the extent and age of the lesions. For the past 50 years, topical corticosteroids represent the most effective treatment in the management of atopic dermatitis in children. When used correctly, they are safe. Failures are related to corticosteroid phobia and poor compliance, and their complications to inappropriate use. The modalities of their withdrawal and the interest of immunosuppressive macrolides are discussed.